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	(((Editorial
( Winter Wonderland
Once again the holidays are upon us. I hope that your Thanksgiving was as nice as mine, and that you remembered to be truly thankful for the blessings you have received this year.
The Mountain Cove Social Committee has outdone itself this season and December has some great events planned, including the annual Santa Social and Holiday Caroling. Each year, these events become more popular than ever, and many of us consider them to be cherished tradition.

Please take the time to participate in these events. They are, after all, organized with you in mind. It’s a great way to meet new neighbors and strengthen family bonds. Also, please take the time to thank those who have worked so hard all year to provide an old-fashioned community atmosphere for young and old to enjoy.

And if you can spare the time, help with a little clean-up or perhaps a donation. The money raised by these events helps our Neighborhood Homework House, which is a fantastic organization that assists less-fortunate youngsters in Azusa with personal tutoring and mentorship.

Mountain Cove has been a great addition to Azusa. But it’s not the homes, it’s the people. The cold weather and the holidays remind us to be thankful and to help those who may have less than us. But it is important to keep that spirit of love and brotherhood alive all year long, regardless of the date or the temperature. We have much to be thankful for, so give a little all year ‘round and give others that same privilege.
Happy Holidays!

Mark W. Martin, Editor

The Mountain Times

___________________________________________

( Christmas Caroling on the 4th
The annual Christmas Carol will be extra fun this year as we pile onto a large flatbed truck and serenade Mountain Cove on Saturday, December 4th starting at 5pm. Expect lots of good cheer and singing down your street. If you wish to participate, show up at the lodge at 4:30 for your song book. Please dress warm in layers… it’s bound to be cold. There will be an after-caroling party, courtesy of Paul Cassatt with hot drinks and treats. Please join us, or come to your door and listen to the holiday spirit!
	( Annual Holiday Social

The Annual Santa Social and Holiday Cookie Exchange is just around the corner! Please come to the Mountain Cove Lodge at 3pm on Saturday, December 11th.
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Santa Claus - Santa will be arriving at approximately 3pm, courtesy of the great folks at the Azusa Fire Department. Santa will be available for a couple hours for digital photo opportunities. The pictures will be stored online through December and January where you can download and print your favorite images.
Gift Raffle – Please bring a wrapped gift valued from $10 to $20 for the gift raffle. Tickets will be sold at the event to raise money for Homework House. Tickets are 2 for 1$, 25 for $10 and winners can come up and choose their gift. It’s for a great cause!

Food Drive – Each year, we collect canned and boxed goods for the Azusa Food bank. This food is sorted and packed for needy families in Azusa. It’s a fantastic way to clear your pantry and share the bounty! We ask that everyone bring a couple of non-perishable goods for our collection.
Cookie Exchange – This is one of the best parts of the Santa Social. Everyone is invited to bake 2 to 4 dozen small cookies of their favorite traditional recipe, or perhaps a new concoction of your own invention. Along with your treats, please bring a few dozen copies of the recipe. Bakers are encouraged to trade recipes with other participants, and will have a chance to taste the goodies from other budding chefs. This year, we’re going to compile the recipes for an online Cookbook! Any extra cookies will be donated to Homework House and other local charities. There will also be drinks including milk and chocolate milk, punch and water.
Live Music – The Azusa Aztec Singers will be singing holiday classics and performing dances for everyone to enjoy. We thank them in advance for sharing the Holidays with us and helping this to be the best Santa Social and Cookie Exchange ever!
	( Home Owner’s Association

For more info on the schedule for the HOA Meeting, contact Alia Navarro at alia@euclidmanagement.com.

___________________________________________

(((Calendar
2nd – Thursday 6:00 pm

Library Commission Meeting
5th – Sunday 8:00 am

Winter Family Fiesta & Holiday Boutique

6th – Monday 6:00 pm

City Hall Christmas Tree Lighting

6th – Monday 7:30 pm

Scheduled City Council and Redev Meeting

8th – Wednesday

1st day of Hannukah

13th – Monday 7:00 am

Last day to file Nomination Papers

15th – Wednesday 7:30 pm

Planning Commission Meetings

20th – Monday 7:30 pm

Scheduled City Council and Redev Meeting

21st – Tuesday

Winter Solstice

25th – Friday

Christmas Day

26th – Saturday

Kwanzaa

28th – Tuesday 6:30 pm

2004 Azusa Utility Board Meeting Schedule

29th – Wednesday 7:30 pm

Planning Commission Meetings

Please visit http://www.ci.azusa.ca.us/ for the latest Azusa Calendar Events & Details!
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	(((Shoppe
( Rivas Cleaning Service
Rogelia Rivas, Owner and operator of this fine housekeeping service has more than 20 years of experience in cleaning homes. She offers free estimates, and references are available. Contact Rogelia at (626) 334-7594 or (626) 664-2371.
___________________________________________
( Logos, Web Designs, Special FX
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Specializing in, Business, Personal and Wedding Website Designs, and Special FX. Licensed in the city of Azusa, State of California. Owner June Matthews, who is also a resident of Mountain Cove, is offering a 10% Discount to any Mountain Cove Residents. Visit our Website, view our website designs, Or talk to our virtual staff - www.GraficaFX.com
___________________________________________
( Melgar’s House Cleaning

Experience in cleaning at affordable prices! Elvira Melgar & Federico Melgar. Call (626) 357-8393 or (626) 825-0014.

___________________________________________
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We’ve remodeled! Please come in and see our beautiful new dining facilities at the Azusa-Glendora location at 584 E. Foothill Blvd. As usual, Mountain Cove Residents get 5% off on all orders! Just tell them Fidel sent you! Call (626) 815-1366.
___________________________________________

( It’s Not Too Early to Think…

About Holiday Shopping! Name a Real Star in the night sky for that someone special. It’s the perfect gift for birthdays, anniversaries or any special day. Star Deed is the gift that lasts beyond a lifetime. Visit stardeed.com today. Made in the USA!
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( Common Gray Fox

Urocyon cinereoargenteus

Description Grizzled gray above, reddish on lower sides, chest, and back of head; throat and belly white. Tail similarly colored, but has black "mane" on top and black tip. Legs and feet rust-colored. Ears prominent. Ht 14 1/8–15"; Wt 7 1/4–13 lb.

Breeding Mates January–April; 1 litter of 1–7 young born March–May; gestation 53 days.

Habitat Varied; more often in wooded and brushy habitats than Red Fox.

Range Throughout e U.S. east from e North and South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas, and Oklahoma; in West, w Oregon, California, s Nevada, s Utah, Colorado, Arizona, New Mexico and most of Texas.

Discussion Although active primarily at twilight and night, the Common Gray Fox is sometimes seen foraging by day in brush, foliage, or timber. The only American canid with true climbing ability, it occasionally forages in trees and often takes refuge in them, especially in leaning or thickly branched ones. The Common Gray Fox feeds heavily on cottontail rabbits, mice, voles, other small mammals, birds, insects, and much plant material, including corn, apples, persimmons, nuts, cherries, grapes, pokeweed fruit, grass, and blackberries. Grasshoppers and crickets are often a very important part of the diet in late summer and autumn. Favored den sites include woodlands and spaces among boulders on the slopes of rocky ridges. This fox digs if necessary, and it sometimes enlarges a Woodchuck burrow, but it prefers to den in clefts, small caves, rock piles, hollow logs, and hollow trees, especially oaks. Occupied in the mating season, dens are seldom used the rest of the year. The male Common Gray Fox helps tend the young, but does not den with them. The young are weaned at three months and hunt for themselves at four months, when they weigh about 7 pounds (3.2 kg). This fox growls, barks, or yaps, but is less vocal than the Red Fox. Other than humans, who shoot, trap, and run over Common Gray Foxes, this species has few enemies. Bobcats, where abundant, and domestic dogs may kill a few. Rabies and distemper are important diseases.

	
	(((World Cuisine

( Bibingka (Flat Cake)

The recipe was copied from "The Philippine Cookbook" This recipe is famous in the Philippines, especially during Christmas time.

Ingredients:

¾ cup granulated sugar


1 ¼ cups coconut milk


3 beaten eggs


2 cups all-purpose flour


1 teaspoon salt


4 tablespoons baking powder


½ cup grated edam cheese


½ cup melted butter

½ cup grated coconut

Preparation:

1.  Preheat oven to 375 degrees.

2. Mix sugar with the coconut milk in bowl.

3. Make sure sugar has dissolved.

4. Add beaten eggs.

5. In bowl, sift the flour.

6. Add salt & baking powder and sift again.

7. Combine egg mix with the flour mixture.

8. Beat well & pour into baking pan.

10. Bake for 15 minutes.

11. Sprinkle with cheese and bake for 20 minutes more, brushing twice with margarine while baking.

12. When done, brush again with margarine.

13. Serve with grated coconut.
	(((And Finally…
( Roundabout Madness
OK… it’s European, but it’s not brain surgery. The roundabout at the junction of Mountain Laurel Way, Wildflower Way and Sagebrush Way is easy to negotiate. Yet it’s a hazard if people don’t follow a couple of simple rules:

1) Right Turns Only! A roundabout is designed to keep traffic flowing in a single, counter-clockwise direction, to the right. DO DOT GO LEFT!

2) Yield to traffic in the circle! Cars already in the roundabout get the right-of-way. Once all cars have safely passed, you may enter the roundabout, go RIGHT, and continue on your journey.

That’s it. The roundabout is a very simple and elegant traffic tool that has been used for many decades and is becoming more popular in the US. Use it correctly and keep everyone safe!
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