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Editorial

Memorial Day
This past Memorial Day Weekend was quite a hoot. It's the first one that we spent here in Mountain Cove, and we all had a great time. The street party on Whispering Willow was a blast. There was a huge selection of food and drinks, basketball, paddle tennis, foosball, volleyball, and most importantly, good friends and neighbors. The residents of Mountain Cove never cease to amaze us. I want to personally thank everyone involved because you guys all did an incredible job. Got any ideas for July 4th? How about canoe races in the pool!
Memorial Day is a time to remember the sacrifices made by those who went before us, defending this country in one way or another. Many of them have died in such service, and Memorial Day is a day to honor them.

So, what are we all doing on such a solemn day… drinking, feasting and playing outdoors? Shouldn’t we be visiting gravesites, leaving bouquets flowers and crying our eyes out? Well, maybe, if that’s what you need to do. But celebrating Memorial Day by having a barbeque, picnic or other fun activity with friends and family simply reinforces the kind of lifestyle that our fallen soldiers have come to defend and cherish in the first place.
M.W. Martin,
Editor-in-Chief
mark@off-planet.com
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HOA Meeting in… July?
As many of you may already know, the May Home Owner's Association meeting was suddenly and unexpectedly canceled due to lack of quorum, which means that only 2 of the 5 Board Members were available that day for the scheduled meeting. The next meeting won't take place until July 7th at 5:30pm, creating a 3 month gap between the last meeting and the next proposed meeting.
Azusa 2002-2004 Budget

[image: image14.wmf]The city of Azusa has posted their 2002-2004 City Budget online for all to inspect. Come and see where your tax dollars are being spent at http://www.ci.azusa.ca.us/Finance/budgetindex03.asp.
Operation Super Canyon Sweep – 2003
PLP Proudly presents Operation Super Canyon Sweep-2003 on Saturday, June 7th, 2003 from 8am to 3pm. We’ll be meeting up at Follows Camp, 23400 East Fork Road, just east of Highway 39 and north of Azusa. We will be cleaning up the San Gabriel Canyon in the West Fork, North Fork and East Fork. Please plan on joining us because we need lots of volunteers! PLP is a 501 [C](3) Non-Profit Corporation, so all donations are tax deductible! ID #95-4521318 & 1880483. Plan on joining us on June 7th and enjoy the provided lunch afterwards. Mark your calendar today! To volunteer and for more information, please call Barry Wetherby at 818-957-1455, Fax us at 818-957-6431 or Email us at BHWetherby@aol.com. Thank you!
[image: image15.wmf]
[image: image16.wmf]Development Plans Continue

The City of Azusa is proposing to update the redevelopment plans for the Central Business District Project Area and the West End Project Area (please see map for the location of the project areas).  The proposed revisions for the Central Business District include the addition of 15 new areas containing several properties, eminent domain authority over the commercial properties within the added areas, reinstatement of eminent domain over specific commercial properties already existing in the project area, and an increase in the financial limits of the plan to allow for financing of the projects and programs throughout the life of the plan.  No eminent domain authority will be requested over residential properties. 

Proposed changes for the West End Project Area include the reinstatement of eminent domain over one commercial property already existing in the project area, and an increase in the financial limits of the plan to allow for financing of the projects and programs throughout the life of the plan. If you would like to download the proposed amendments to the redevelopment plans as well as the other related documents, please visit http://www.ci.azusa.ca.us/Econ_development/Amendment.asp.
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June 2003
This Month in History

1st - Superman Comic is published (1938)
2nd - Congress grants U.S. citizenship to people of American Indian descent.(1924)
4th - China becomes the first to record a solar eclipse. (780 BC)

10th - Benjamin Franklin flies a kite in a storm and discovers electricity. (1752)

13th - Pioneer 10 becomes the first satellite to leave the solar system. (1983)
24th - Henry VII is crowned the King of England. (1509) 
14th – Flag Day
Flag Day is a day for all Americans to celebrate and show respect for our flag, its designers and makers. Our flag is representative of our independence and our unity as a nation… one nation, indivisible. Our flag has a proud and glorious history. It was at the lead of every battle fought by Americans. Many people have died protecting the flag, and Old Glory even stands proudly on the surface of the moon. 

15th – Father’s Day

[image: image17.wmf]A day to honor Dad. NO. Better still, it is a day to enjoy time with Dad and appreciate all he does for you. What Dad really wants are healthy, happy and successful kids. A Father is more than the biological paternal source of our being. It is the person who cares and provides for us. It is the man who helps to set the standards, the family values and the example. So add to this group, step fathers and other men who willingly and eagerly accept and cherish the role. Whether biological, adopted or informally, if they are the father figure to you, give them some recognition today and don't hesitate to call! The first Father's Day was in Spokane, Washington on May 18, 1910.
21st – Summer Solstice

Summer Solstice is sometimes referred to as "Midsummer" Litha". It's the longest day of the year. The amount of daylight only goes down from here....for the next six months (more on that later). Summer Solstice is the meteorological start of summer. It's time to enjoy vacations, great weather, pools, baseballs, and everything else that goes along with the favorite season of kids and most adults. Grab your favorite beverage and enjoy the season, because for many of us it is all too short. 
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Net Connection

http://www.tvguide.com – Get your local TV listings online for free at TV Guide. Not only can you plan your television, cable and movie viewing, but you can get information and show synopses and sort by categories such as movies, sports and sitcoms. Of course, this is TV Guide, so there’s plenty of insider information on your favorite celebrities, previews of upcoming movies and specials, a Fun & Games section and News & Gossip. You’ll have to put up with a few pop-up ads, but it’s well worth the trouble if you ever “misplace” your TV Guide!
http://www.consumerreview.com - ConsumerREVIEW.com is the leading source of trusted buying advice for enthusiast sporting goods and consumer electronics. Visitors come to learn, interact and buy or sell the products showcased within our communities. Find the products you're interested in, read reviews, participate in discussions about these products, and find places to buy them online.
Rubber Ducky Regatta Time!
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The 2003 Rubber Ducky Regatta is a rubber ducky derby race that will kick off another great summer of aquatics activities at Slauson Park. The regatta will be held on Saturday, June 21, 2003 at 10:00 a.m.  In addition to kicking off a great summer, the Rubber Ducky Regatta will serve as a fundraising campaign to purchase long awaited parent and family seating and sun shelter at the pool. The cost of this project is $21,000.00, so we enthusiastically ask for your support and assistance! For more information, please visit http://www.ci.azusa.ca.us/recreation/rubberducky.asp! 
Baseball & Swimming Sign Ups

Mighty Mite Baseball registration will begin June 2, 2003, and registrations will be taken until June 20, 2003. The cost is $35.00. You may register Monday through Thursday, 7:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. at the Memorial Park Administrative Office. Also, put on some fins and jump right in, because registration for swim lessons and swim team will also be available at the same time!

[image: image19.wmf]Permanent Pizza Special!

As mentioned last month, one of our friendly Copperwoods neighbors, Fidel, is the owner and head chef of Dalia’s Pizza in Azusa (and other locations). He is happy to announce that all residents of Mountain Cove will receive a 5% discount on their orders from any of his Italian-style restaurants. This discount is good at any time, without the need for messy coupons or secret passwords. Just let them know you live in Mountain Cove… and enjoy the food! For more information & directions, just visit their internet site at http://www.daliaspizza.com.

“Kids Come First” Golf Tournament

 “Kids Come First” is our focus and we believe it should be a community focus as well. “Kids Come First” is a fund-raising golf tournament with proceeds funding quality recreation opportunities to the children of our community. For More Information, please contact Ed Sierra at (626) 812-5195. Four!

Azusa's Best Mexican Restaurant

Which Mexican Restaurant in Azusa is the best? Sometimes it seems as though there are just too many to choose from. My personal favorite is Rancho Los Magueyes. Simple, casual dining with courses made from the freshest ingredients. For appetizers, Martha Guacamole is a must! They actually make the guacamole at your table, and it’s a great way to start a meal! Directions from Mountain Cove: go South on San Gabriel, make a right on Foothill, and then make a left on Angeleno Avenue, which is the very first street on the left. There are a few restaurant parking spaces, and you can also park on the side street. Look for the pink building. The address is 248 W. Foothill Blvd., Azusa, CA 91702. Call them at (626) 334-9695. Salud!
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Good Eats
Kick@ss Veggie Chili
A few folks asked for my vegetarian chili recipe from Memorial Day, so here it is. I don’t think anyone would have known it was vegetarian if they weren’t told. Unless, of course, they saw my friend Lester the vegetarian eating it…
Ingredients
3 12oz packages Veggie Ground Beef

1 29oz can tomato sauce

1 large can seeded chopped tomatoes

1 29oz can kidney beans w/liquid

1 29oz can pinto beans w/liquid

1 medium white onion, diced

2 green chili peppers, seeded & diced

2 stalks celery, diced

3 tablespoons chili powder

2 teaspoons cumin

1 ½ teaspoons fresh black powder

1 tablespoon salt

30 shakes Tabasco® Sauce

2-3 tbsp. corn starch

2 cups good BEER!

Preparation
1. Set the corn starch aside.

2. Empty all of the canned ingredients into a large deep pot and set to a medium heat. Make certain to include all of the liquid that is in the cans.
3. Crumble and mix in Veggie Ground Beef, which is pre-cooked and doesn’t need browning.
4. Mix in the remaining ingredients (except corn starch), one at a time. Stir the pot with each additional ingredient added.
5. Bring the entire mix to a simmer, and add the corn starch to thicken. Add more or less to desired consistency.
6. Simmer chili for 2-3 hours, stirring every 20 minutes. This recipe also works great with a crock pot.
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7. As with most soups and stews, chili tastes better over time as the flavors incorporate and it gets spicier, so watch out!
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“The Dog Days of Summer:

Chili Today… Hot Tamale…”
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Western Rattlesnake
Crotalus oreganus (Crotalus viridis)
With summer fast approaching, this month we will feature a little fellow with a nasty bite. Warm weather will bring our local rattlesnake population out for long days of basking in the afternoon sun. And, as we are likely to do, humans and pets will also increase their outdoor activities such as hiking, swimming and all-around nature-loving fun. Here’s the lowdown on these highly poisonous animals!
Description: 16-64" (40.6-162.6 cm). Size and color vary greatly. Brownish blotches down midline of back, generally edged with dark brown or black and often surrounded by light border; begin as oval, squarish, diamondlike, or hexagonal markings and tend to narrow into inconspicuous crossbands near tail. More than 2 internasal scales touch rostral scale. Scales keeled, in 25-27 rows.
Warning:  Rattlesnakes, Copperheads, and Cottonmouths belong to a group of snakes known as pit vipers. These dangerous snakes have a heat-sensitive sensory organ on each side of the head that enables them to locate warm-blooded prey and strike accurately, even in the dark. The curved, hollow fangs are normally folded back along the jaw. When a pit viper strikes, the fangs rapidly swing forward and fill with venom as the mouth opens. The venom is a complex mixture of proteins that acts primarily on a victim's blood tissue. If you hear a rattlesnake shaking its rattle, back away. The snake is issuing a warning, and if the warning is ignored it may bite. There are many factors (temperature being the most important) that determine how a snake will react when confronted by a human. Venomous snakes should always be observed from a safe distance. Pit vipers are never safe to handle. Even dead ones can retain some neurological reflexes, and "road kills" have been known to bite.
Voice: “Rattle, Rattle, Rattle…”
Breeding: Mates March to May and in fall; 4-21 young, 6-12" (15-30 cm) long, are born August to October.
Habitat: Brush-covered sand dunes on Pacific coast to timberline in the Rockies and the coniferous forests of the Northwest; rocky outcrops, talus slopes, and stony canyons; sea level to 11,000' (3,350 m).
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Range: Sc. British Columbia south through Washington, Oregon, and Idaho to Baja California, w. Colorado, sw. Arizona and extreme wc. New Mexico.
Discussion: Western counterpart of the Timber and Prairie Rattlesnake (the Western and Prairie were once considered a single species, C. viridis, called the Western Rattlesnake). In northerly areas or at high elevations, large numbers may overwinter together at a common den site. In southerly areas or those lacking large rocky retreats, individuals may seek shelter in mammal burrows. Active April to October over much of range, and becomes crepuscular and nocturnal during hot summer months. Adults prey chiefly on small mammals; young like lizards and mice. Record longevity is 19 1/2 years.
Wildlife Focus™ information by eNature® http://www.enature.com
Copyright ©2003 National Wildlife Federation. All Rights Reserved.
Mountain Times ©2002-2003 Off-Planet. All Rights Reserved.
Visit us online at http://www.off-planet.com/times








