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Editorial

Speak your Mind
I’d like to personally send thanks to Mayor Pro-Tem Dave Hardison and Azusa City Councilperson Diane Chagnon for their friendly and informative visit to Mountain Cove. The event was recently held at Barbara & Mark Dickerson’s home on Whispering Willow, whose generosity, spirit and hospitality make Mountain Cove a pleasure to call home.

It’s refreshing to meet new neighbors, as well as folks in local government who will take the extra effort to visit local residents and openly discuss important issues.

Sometimes it’s easy to feel powerless and say to yourself, “Why bother voting? It doesn’t make any difference.” Of course, that is not the case, and many have sacrificed so  very much to ensure that we have the right to be heard. Your voice counts.
With that in mind, please make sure to register before the General Municipal Election, which is held on Tuesday, March 4th, 2003. The poling place for Mountain Cove residents is Silverado Senior Living, 125 W. Sierra Madre Avenue. Exercise the right you have that so many can only dream of.
M.W. Martin,
Editor-in-Chief
mark@off-planet.com
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Azusa Votes March 4th!
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Spring Faire & Mardi Gras
On Saturday, April 26th, 2003 from Noon to 5pm, the residents of Mountain Cove will celebrate the First Annual Spring Faire at the community lodge and park. This year’s theme will be “Mardi Gras”, and it’s sure to be a blast for both kids and adults. There will be jazz music with plenty of food, fun and games for all. We need representatives from every inhabited street in Mountain Cove to help organize this exciting event.
We can also use extra volunteers to help organize the event. It’s going to be a pot luck, and foods like hot dogs & buns, Corn Bread, Red Beans & Rice, Jambalaya, Ice Cream, Mint Juleps and Pink Lemonade will be featured for authentic Mardi Gras flavors. Don’t hesitate to pick one of the above foods to bring, or serve up something unique with a southern flare. Mardi Gras masks, beads and other fun things will be provided, and there are plans in the works for competitions in pie eating, tug-of-war, water balloon toss, apple nibbler… even potato sack and egg n’ spoon races. So far, we have 4 sponsors for the 7 competition events for the Mardi Gras:
Street
Sponsor
Contact
Event
Mountain Laurel

Mark Martin

(626) 969-3742

Egg n’ Spoon Race
Turning Leaf

Dianne Mallon

(626) 969-7491

Crafts Table

Whispering Willow

Sharon Onaga
15 Whispering Willow
Pie Eating Contest
Mossdale
DeOres Gee

23 Mossdale
Tug-O-War
Brookside
Lesa McComber
17 Brookside
Potato Sack Race 
Sagebrush
Roy & Sally Ramirez
24 Sagebrush
Water Balloon Toss
Boulder Ridge

Mark & Laura Rodriguez
20 Boulder Ridge
Apple Nibbler
[image: image16.wmf]Please call one of the above Sponsors to volunteer for your street, or to help out wherever you can. If you plan to attend and wish to provide food, let us know so we can keep track of what we have and what is needed. Remember, this event is in April, so we have over a month to plan a perfect Mardi Gras event for everyone in Mountain Cove!
Monrovia Plan Faces
Possible Opposition
by Mercedes Cortez
[image: image17.wmf]The Azusa City Council approved 4 –1 the plan for the 520-acre site on land owned by Monrovia Nursery. The plan includes parks, a new elementary school and businesses that will be available to all the citizens of Azusa, with the exception of one private community clubhouse. The project is aimed at meeting the needs of everyone, including young families, those who want to live in an area where walking to local businesses is an alternative, empty nesters, and people looking for the larger home with a view of the valley. Mixed development with businesses and housing in the same area isn’t a new idea. (Continued on next page…)
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March

4th - Mardi Gras
[image: image18.wmf]Mardi Gras, or Fat Tuesday, is a day when people eat everything and anything they want, as the following day is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of a long fasting period for Christians. Christians also give up something special that they enjoy. So, Fat Tuesday is a celebration and the opportunity to enjoy that favorite food or snack that you give up for the long Lenten season. Nowhere on the planet is Mardi Gras celebrated more than on Bourbon Street in New Orleans, with grand festivities, parades, food and drink. While there, Mardi Gras beads are all the rage, and it is a Tradition that if a guy gives a girl Mardi Gras beads, she is supposed to do something for him… this can be just loads of fun…

5th - Ash Wednesday
The first day of the Christian season of Lent and a sign of penitence. During Lent, Christians must fast and give up things they like. The Lenten season lasts for 46 days. On Ash Wednesday, Christians go to mass and receive ashes on their foreheads in the sign of the cross. It is a reminder of from "Ashes to Ashes and Dust to Dust". It means that we came from dust and we shall return to dust, referring to our earthly bodies.
15th - The Ides of March
The first day of the Roman New Year also marks the first day of spring in the Roman calendar. Historically, Julius Caesar was warned by soothsayers to "beware of the Ides of March". He did not heed the warning strongly enough as was stabbed to death by Marcus Brutus on the Ides of March in 44 BC.
17th - Saint Patrick's Day
Held in honor of the Patron Saint of Ireland, who brought Christianity to the Emerald Isles in the 5th Century AD. It’s a day for celebrating Irish history, ancestry and traditions. Are you Irish? Well, the saying goes everyone is a little Irish on Saint Patrick’s Day. But those caught not wearing green on this day often get pinched by passers by!
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Monrovia Nursery Opposition continued...

The concept dates back to the turn of the century, when the shopkeepers lived over their stores. Now, business owners can again have the option of walking down a flight of stairs or a couple of blocks to work. Just think of all the gasoline and time they will save! Experts estimate starting prices for single family homes will be from $350,000 to $850,000, with townhouses ranging from $250,000 to $375,000. This can only be a blessing to the homeowners in Mountain Cove, because we know from experience that those homes usually start higher than estimated prices when they come to escrow, and that should increase our property values.

A good example of mixed development that has really revitalized a town is in Brea, California. The once nearly empty down town now is thriving with residents and shoppers any day of the week. Seeking buyers is a long way off as conditions of approval must be met and a developer chosen before anyone can start thinking of calling Monrovia Nursery home.

Not all residents are happy about the plans. Those opposed have until 5pm, March 19th to file a signed petition with the City Clerk’s Office. The petition must have 10 percent of the registered voters calling for a ballot vote. If this passes, it will then be put in front of the citizens of Azusa at a cost of $75,000.00, and if the plan is voted down, Azusa will lose projected revenue of $40 million dollars a year. We have the power to help revitalize Azusa with new upscale housing and retail development. This is project is endorsed by the Azusa Chamber of Commerce, the majority of the City Council, the exception being the mayor who has never voted in favor of any housing development, including Mountain Cove. You may see people around town asking for your signature on their petition. I hope you will take the time to visit www.mnspazusa.com to answer all your questions. Or call Julie Vandermost of Vandermost and Associates at 888-210-5318, ext 203 before signing any petitions. Julie has all the facts and can answer your questions!
[image: image19.wmf]The Vernal Equinox

Ah, Spring! A time when "a young bear’s… err… man's thoughts turn to thoughts of love"...and outdoors and fishing and gardening and........ And, let's not leave out the ladies. Spring brings out these thoughts and more for both ladies and gentlemen. So, let's go and enjoy what many believe to be the best season of them all! 

The Spring (or Vernal) Equinox brings days and nights in equal proportions. It is simply the day when there are exactly 12 hours of daylight and 12 hours of nighttime. But, did you know that this is only true on the Equator? For the rest of us, there is more or less depending upon where we live on the planet. We won't go any deeper than that as this site is not a science course. The other thing to note is that the Spring Equinox is just a calendar date. From a standpoint of weather in your area, real spring arrives sooner or later depending upon where you live in the Northern Hemisphere. Of course, the Spring Equinox is on the 21st of March.
Book Club News

The next book club meeting is on Sunday, March 16th, 2pm at 21 Mountain Laurel. Coffee and light refreshments will be served. The book to read is “Bush At War” by Bob Woodward of Watergate fame. This book is particularly timely and should be an interesting read! Call Mark at (626) 969-3742 for details.

Vroom! Vroom! By Mercedes Cortez
Racers lining up to compete!!! The 3rd Annual Canyon City Classic Soap Box Derby is March 29th in Downtown. This event is lots of fun. It had been held in Glendora for many years and just last year moved to Azusa. The event is sponsored by APU and is sure to be an exciting way to spend a Saturday. It starts at 10:00 am and will run until 4:00 pm, so please plan to attend. This exciting event is on Azusa Avenue from Foothill Boulevard south to 4th Street. For more information and registration forms, please visit http://www.soapboxrun.com. Zoom! Zoom! Zoom!
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Good Eats
Irish Potatoes

This sweet treat has NO POTATOES in the recipe, but derives its name from the shape of the candies. Makes 5 dozen bite-sized candies. Total time is 1 hour 30 minutes. Thanks to Dianne Mallon for bringing this confection to our attention!

[image: image7.wmf]
INGREDIENTS
¼ cup softened butter  

4 ounces cream cheese, softened  

1 teaspoon vanilla extract  

1 (16 oz) package confectioners' sugar  

2 ½ cups sweetened flaked coconut

1 tablespoon ground cinnamon  

PREPERATION
1. NOTE: Be sure to use regular cream cheese and not the whipped or reduced fat type.

2. In a large bowl, cream together the butter and cream cheese until smooth.

3. Add vanilla and confectioner's sugar.

4. Beat until the mixture forms a ball.

5. Stir in coconut with a spoon.

6. Roll the mixture between your hands to form small potato-shaped candies.

7. Place cinnamon in a shallow dish and roll the balls in it.

8. Place the balls on a cookie sheet and chill for about 1 hour or until firm.

9. If you prefer "dirtier potatoes", roll the candy a 2nd time after they have chilled.

10. Alternatively dip in melted chocolate for Easter eggs.
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Happy Saint Patrick’s Day!
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Restaurant Roundup by E.C. Murphy
Rating Scale:

(Worth a Try

((Enjoyable

(((A Winner!

Balzac Café   ((
This small, eclectic coffee shop features a nice atmosphere with both indoor and outdoor dining in the heart of Downtown Azusa. Try the Lentil Soup, a nice Wrap Sandwich or one of the numerous delicious coffee drinks that are featured. The café mocha is wonderful to enjoy outside on a warm day with a fresh sweet apple turnover. For a quick bite, or a lazy afternoon nosh, stop by Balzac and experiment with your palate. Balzac Café is at 722 N. Azusa Avenue in Azusa.
Home Kitchen   (((
I love to eat breakfast out. Eggs, bacon and all the rest are often too much trouble for just one or two people. Home Kitchen looks like any one the many coffee shops that can be found in just about any metropolitan area. But that’s where the similarity ends. Although the atmosphere is commonplace, the service is outstanding, friendly and attentive. I tried the “Mini Omelet” breakfast for $3.59, which included a fresh two-egg omelet covered in melted cheddar with a side of salsa, fresh fruit and a full English muffin with butter. How they can call this omelet mini is beyond me. Everything tasted very good and the price is exceedingly reasonable. Don’t miss the “Stuffed French Toast”, golden fried and filled with cream cheese. Zucchini bread is available instead of English muffins or toast and is a unique addition to an already original menu. Breakfast starts at $2.99, and it’s a nice change from the usual Grand Slam Breakfast at Denny’s. Home Kitchen is at 670 S. Grand Avenue in Glendora. (626) 852-9283
Galaday Restaurant   (
If you’re in the mood for decent food and a convenient location, then Galaday is a fair choice. Nothing stands out dramatically on the menu, but the crossover of Mexican and American food is sure to have something for just about any apatite. Prices are average, the service is good and the food is traditional coffee shop faire with a large selection of breakfast, lunch and dinner items. Galaday is at 437 S. Azusa Avenue in Azusa. (626) 969-0309
Net Connection by Lester Kau
[image: image20.wmf]Recipezaar is one of those free web sites that should be on any food-lover’s favorites list. Their mission is to build “The World's Smartest Cookbook”. Currently over 40,000 recipes are online, which are searchable and easy to use. All recipes have been categorized, so you can browse easily. Categories include Course, Cuisine, Main Ingredient, Preparation, and a variety of Special categories, such as Holidays, Kid Pleasers and more. Unlike traditional cookbooks, you can continue to combine and filter categories as you go!

You can create your own personal cookbook of favorite recipes culled from Recipezaar's database, and save them for easy access in the future. Create your own personal grocery list sorts and groups ingredients from any number of recipes into one list for easy shopping. You can print out this shopping list and take it to the store to do your shopping. Ever want to know what you can make without going to the store? Using Fridge Search, you can search for something to cook with just the ingredients on hand right now, e.g. "What can I make with Green Pepper, Onion, Rice and Ground Beef?" There are too many fantastic features to list, so be sure to visit this useful and inspiring web site at http://www.recipezaar.com.
Talent in Mountain Cove

There are a couple of budding talents that deserve special mention this month. Michaella Spolianski who lives on Turning Leaf in the Copperwoods will be on an upcoming episode of “Madison Heights” on KCET Channel 28 at 4:30pm, March 2nd. And Bride Mallon, who also resides on Turning Leaf, recently won 7th Place in the Western US Regional Championships in Irish Dancing, qualifying her for the North American Nationals in July. Good luck and congratulations to both girls for their outstanding efforts in representing Azusa and Mountain Cove!
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Plant Your Bulbs

Plant bulbs for spring and early summer blooms: achimenes, agapanthus, amaryllis, tuberous begonias, caladiums, calla lilies, canna lilies, colchicums, dahlias, daffodils, daylilies, gladiolus, bearded and Dutch iris, sternbergias, tigridias, and tuberoses. For continuous spring bloom later this spring, plant a selection of anemones, gladiolus, ranunculus, and tigridias every two weeks through March. 

Time to Prune

Since it's already warm, and fuchsias and other tender perennials are leafing out, gently prune branches to shape the plants. If we were continuing to have our "regular" cold weather, we'd wait on this heavy pruning until after plants had completely leafed out later this spring, to be certain we weren't clipping off more than was damaged by frost.

Feed the Soil

Fertilize established groundcovers, shrubs, roses, perennials, and trees with compost, bone meal, cottonseed meal, or well-rotted manure to provide plants with consistent and gradual nutrition throughout the season. Remember, we're feeding the soil, not the plants! 
Shoo Mole, Shoo!
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These insect-eating, underground dwellers are found throughout the country and prefer moist loamy soils to dig, avoiding sandy or clay soils when possible. Contrary to popular opinion, most moles don't eat plants. Their diet consists mainly of insects, earthworms, beetles, and grubs. However, their feeding tunnels in spring and summer are shallow enough to disturb lawns and seed beds. Their tunnels can also create runways for rodents such as voles to find your prized flower bulbs or root crops. Moles rarely stay in the same location for long, and if you're patient they will naturally leave your garden in search of other food sources.
Courtesy http://www.weather.com 
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California Tree Frog
Pseudacris cadaverina (Hyla cadaverina)

Often at dusk and even late at night, the evening silence is broken by a distinct chirp that is reminiscent of the ubiquitous cricket. But if you listen closely, you can distinguish this animal’s croak from the insect usually heard on warm summer nights. Since Mountain Cove is nestled along the San Gabriel River and bordered on the southwest by Robert’s Creek, we truly live in an amphibious paradise.
If you don’t already know, amphibians are any of a class of cold-blooded vertebrates (as frogs, toads, or salamanders) intermediate in many characters between fishes and reptiles and having gilled aquatic larvae and air-breathing adults. The environment in this foothill area provides ample supplies of food and shelter for these animals to thrive, as they add a touch of music to the night!
Description: 1-2" (2.5-5.1 cm). Skin rough, gray, with dark blotches. Dark stripe through eye usually absent. Expanded toe pads; webbing extends to tip of fifth toe of hind foot. Male has gray throat.
Voice: An abrupt low-pitched quack, given during the day as well as at night. Males usually call while sitting in the water, often at the base of a rock.
Breeding: March to May.
Habitat: Near slow streams and rocky washes with permanent pools. Deserts to mountains, sea level to over 5,000' (1,500 m).
Range: From South Western California into Northern Baja California.
Discussion: Primarily nocturnal. It seeks shade during the day among the rock crevices near water. Protective coloration helps it avoid daytime predators. When disturbed, it leaps into the water but returns almost immediately to shore. This species is sometimes placed in the genus Hyla.
Track: Since these animals spend so much time in the water, they don’t usually leave many tracks. When they do, they are tiny and indistinct along muddy riverbeds and streams.
Sign: Aside from their audible croaks and groans, there isn’t much else to be found.
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From "California Tree Frog", eNature® http://www.enature.com
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