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An Early Spring?
Already from my window I can see a dozen early bloomers in my back yard, all bursting with life in the warm winter sun. As flowers blossom and birds migrate north, one has to wonder, “Has Spring Sprung?”
I can’t remember a more mild and pleasant winter. Of course, we Californians are known to gloat every year as Bostonians, New Yorkers and Chicagoans fight back frost bite, while we bask in the 72° sunshine. Sure, we get the occasional thunderstorm, and a few of us have even seen the elusive substance known as “snow”, but most days are gentle, breezy and gorgeous.

With all the weird weather across the globe, unseasonably warm winters and damp, cool summers, many scientists believe that it is a sign of global warming. Yet others say that the climactic changes are normal and have nothing to do with mankind’s influence. Personally, I think it’s naïve to believe either extreme, and it seems to me that the logical conclusion is that the changes are due to a little of both.

Nevertheless, it’s wise to take action now and pay close attention to how our actions affect the climate, wildlife, ecosystems and people that we rely upon for our own survival.
M.W. Martin,
Editor-in-Chief
editor@off-planet.com
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Azusa Tree Planting
Come to the Community Tree Planting on Saturday, February 1st, 2003, from 8am to 10:30am. The location is in the 100 and 200 blocks of Soldano Street. Come out and enjoy planting trees to make Azusa a greener place to work and live. If you have any questions, call Councilmember Joe Rocha at (626) 334-1582. See you there!
Spring Tot Romp! by Julia Ciarfalia
Let’s get our youngest group of Mountain Cove residents together for some social time at the park! Anyone interested with children ages newborn to preschool, please join us on Friday, February 7th from 11am to 2pm at Mountain Cove Park for some snack and play time. If all goes well, perhaps we can discuss schedules and set a regular day and time for future gatherings. Older siblings are, of course, welcome to join in. If you have any questions, or are interested but can’t meet on this date, please call Julia Ciarfalia (mom of Rosie, 21 months) at 626 969-7491 or email at juliasrose@aol.com. We look forward to seeing you there.
Coffee & Desert Q&A by Barbara Dickerson
On Wednesday, February 12th at 7:30pm, our local councilperson, Diane Chagnon, will be visiting Mountain Cove for a Community Question & Answer session regarding Azusa. The informal event is at 12 Whispering Willow Court, and there will be an opportunity for new residents to ask about local issues such as the shooting club, safety and future plans for the city. It will also be a great chance to meet some of your new neighbor, make friends, and you are welcome to come and go as you please. Light refreshments will be served. As new citizens here, be sure to register to vote in Azusa!
Book Club Vanishes…
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Well, not really. But the current mystery book, “The Coffin Dancer” by Jeffery Deaver, is a real nail-biter. Deaver also wrote “The Bone Collector” and other best-selling suspense novels. The next book club meeting is Sunday, February 23rd at 2pm. Dianne Mallon will be hosting at 11 Turning Leaf. Light refreshments will be served along with lively discussions on the thriller. The upcoming book is “The Art Of War” by Sun Tzu. Call Barbara Dickerson at (626) 812-9872 for more information.
Design Review Committee by Shelley Coolidge
A Friendly Reminder – You must get approval! Please do not start any landscaping until your plans have been approved. What’s the incentive? Part of your $300 deposit (taken at escrow) may be withheld if you start before you get approval. Applications for landscaping, as well as guidelines for submissions (detailed in the “Mountain Cove Design Guidelines”) are available at the sales offices or from Euclid Management. You also received this information at closing.)

Please mail submissions to: Euclid Management Company, PO Box 1510, Upland, CA  91785-1510, attn: Alia Navarro. If you have any questions, please call or email Alia Navarro: (909) 981-4131 X 258 or email her at alia@euclidmanagement.com.
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  February’s Calendar
1st
2nd
12th
14th
17th
22nd
Chinese New Year

Groundhog Day

Lincoln's Birthday 

Valentine’s Day

President's Day 

Washington's Birthday
Holiday History
Chinese New Year: While the rest of the world is in the early years of their third millennium, Chinese culture is in its fifth. According to ancient Chinese astrology, every year is represented by an animal, with a 12 year cycle. This is the year of the "Ram" which is a "Yin", or negative year. Chinese New Year or Spring Festival is the biggest holiday in Chinese culture, and is celebrated with fireworks, colored lights, gifts and special family gatherings.
[image: image14.wmf]Groundhog Day: Groundhog Day is celebrated in the U.S. each year on February 2nd. On this day, the groundhog awakens from a long winter's nap, and goes outside of his den. According to legend, if the groundhog sees his shadow, there will be six more weeks of winter. If he doesn’t see his shadow, spring is just around the corner.

Valentine's Day: The roots of Valentine’s Day go back to ancient times, when people paid honor to the Roman God of Fertility. This was the Feast of Lupercalia, and was even then celebrated on February 14th. The traditions of Valentine's Day are broad and many. It’s a time to exchange cards or small gifts, chocolates and even jewelry. Valentine’s day is a romantic event for lovers and a fun event for kids and family. Many a couple become engaged or wed on this day. For others it is a day to fall in love. While 75% of chocolate purchases are made by women all year long, during the days and minutes before Valentine's Day, 75% of the chocolate purchases are made by men.  Over $1 Billion of chocolate is purchased for Valentine's Day. February 14th was formerly thought to be the first day of bird's mating for the season.
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Design Review Committee continued…
How to Get Your $300 Deposit Back: Many of you may not be aware that a $300 landscaping security deposit was taken at escrow. How do you get your money back? When your entire property – front and back yard - has been landscaped, fill out a completion form, available at the sales offices or through Euclid Management, and mail it to Euclid Management. The Design Review Committee will then contact you to look at your property. If it meets the Mountain Cove guidelines, and you have not had any landscaping violations, Euclid Management will mail you your $300 check.

[image: image15.wmf]Guidelines for Submissions: Many people have asked us what their landscaping plans should include. Here are a few minimum requirements. These requirements are in addition to what is specified in the “Mountain Cove Design Guidelines.” Plans should:

· Be drawn to scale

· Show locations of hardscaped versus landscaped areas

· Show locations of all plants and trees

· Indicate type of grass and/or ground covers
· Show exact locations of BBQs, patio covers, pools, hot tubs, fountains, and other structures, as well as show all setbacks.

· Also, when plans include fountains, statues, or other decorative pieces, please include a photo or rendering. 

Remember, you have 180 days from the close of escrow to landscape your front yard. Proper landscaping will help make Mountain Cove a beautiful place to live. Happy Landscaping!
Merc’s Messages by Mercedes Cortez
Foothill Shopping Center Meeting - We need to mark our calendars for the Monday, February 10th Joint Planning Commission/City Council Workshop at 6:30pm. I am very sad that John Andrews, our director of redevelopment is leaving Azusa to take a position in Riverside. He did a great job for the city and will be sorely missed. He knew how much we needed to get a major food chain in the city and has worked hard to try and accomplish just that. We need to pick up and carry on his efforts, so please take the time to attend. The plan is to add a grocery store in Foothill Shopping Center located at Citrus and Alosta. The following dates are for meetings we, as residents need to attend to make our voice heard:

· Feb 26- Planning Commission Meeting at 7:30pm

· March 17- City Council Meeting #1 at 6:30pm

· April 7- City Council Meeting # 2 at 6:30pm

Register to Vote In Azusa! - We, at Mountain Cove, are in a position to get things done in this city. When the development is complete, we should have about 700 possible voters. In the last election, I believe approximately 1,700 people voted. Please register today to vote in the March election. There are 3 positions up for election; 2 council seats and the mayor’s position. If that isn’t important enough, we have two ballot issues that are of great importance to our city. Measure “L” will lower utility taxes for residents by 1% and raise them for businesses by 3%, and Measure “M” will ban the sale and usage of fireworks in Azusa. The Dickerson’s are hosting Diane Chagnon at their home on February 12th. Diane is up for reelection and would love to meet you and tell you a little bit about herself and hear your concerns and hopes for Azusa. Please plan to attend.

[image: image10] Web Connection
The City of Azusa by Lester Kau
This web site has recently been upgraded and improved. Stay up-to-date on events in Azusa with the interactive Online Calendar, and find information and contacts for all aspects of local government including Animal Control, Azusa Light and Water and other government & civic agencies. Bookmark this web site and always be on top of everything that’s going on in your home town! Visit http://www.ci.azusa.ca.us.
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 Cook’s Corner
Valentine Spinach Timbales
How to say "I Love You" without even a card. Combine this with their favorite dinner and you’ll have a winner! Makes 6 servings. Total time is 1 hour 5 minutes (20 min prep, 45 min cooking)
Ingredients

  6 (1 inch) pieces sweet red pepper, cut into heart shaped (use hot red pepper if you want to dump him or her!)

1¾ ounces spinach, steamed, drained, squeezed dry and chopped

1 tbsp butter or margarine

¼ cup chopped onions

½ cup Swiss cheese

1/3 cup fresh breadcrumbs

¼ tsp nutmeg

1 dash cayenne pepper

3 eggs, beaten until blended

¼ cup milk

¼ cup cream (whipping or regular)

Preparation

1. Heat oven to 350°f with rack in lower 1/3 of oven. 

2. Lightly oil six Timbale molds or custard cups that will hold ½  cup.  

3. Place pimiento heart in the bottom of each, shiny side down.

4. Melt butter in a skillet, medium heat, add onions cook 5 min or until tender.

5. Transfer onions to a bowl, stir in cheese, breadcrumbs, nutmeg & pepper.
6. Add eggs and mix well.
7. Warm the milk & cream in a small saucepan over low heat.

8. Slowly beat milk into egg mixture.  

9. Stir in the spinach & Season to Taste.  

10. Spoon into the prepared molds.  

11. Put molds in ovenproof dish and fill with water to cover ½ height of molds.

12. Bake about 35-40 minutes or until a knife comes out clean when inserted in the middle.

13. Remove from water bath and let stand 5 minutes.

14.  Invert each onto plate being careful not to break. Serve immediately for your Valentine’s Day dinner.
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 “Bee My Valentine!”

	[image: image13.wmf]Wildlife Focus
[image: image16.wmf]Is it Moose & Squirrel?
Many of you may remember one of the more famous squirrels of all time, Rocket J. Squirrel, and his pal Bullwinkle the Moose, better known as “Moose and Squirrel”, but the critters we have around these parts are not as sophisticated as their cartoon counterparts. Specifically, we are referring to the California Ground Squirrel.
These little guys can be seen throughout Mountain Cove, scampering amongst the local woods, fields and backyards of many residents. Squirrels are usually quite harmless, but should never be approached because they can be unpredictable and sometimes, though rarely, carry disease. If you have any concerns about a squirrel in your home or yard, contact Azusa Animal Control at (626)443-1861.
Description: Spermophilus beecheyi. Brownish, with prominent buff flecks; whitish wash from sides of neck across shoulders and forelegs to haunches, enclosing a dark brown or black, forward-pointing V pattern on upper back. Rather bushy tail, brownish gray above and below, edged with white. L 14–19 3/4" (357–500 mm); T 5 3/4–8 7/8" (145–227 mm); HF 1 7/8–2 1/2" (49–64 mm); Wt 9 7/8–26 oz (280–738g). 
Similar Species: Other ground squirrels in range are smaller and lack V pattern and whitish wash.

Breeding: Mates in early spring. 1 litter per year of 5–8 young, born in May. Time of births varies with locality.

Habitat: Open areas, including rocky outcrops, fields, pastures, and sparsely wooded hillsides.

Range: South-central Washington, w Oregon, most of California, and western Nevada.

[image: image17.wmf]Discussion: Active from dawn to dusk, the California Ground Squirrel hibernates from November to February; first-year animals often remain aboveground through the winter. While this ground squirrel may climb into brush or a tree to bask in early-morning sunlight, it otherwise remains on the ground. It sometimes consumes insects and small vertebrates, but primarily feeds on plant material, including leaves, stems, flowers, bulbs, roots, seeds, fruits, and berries; it often damages grain, fruit, and nut crops. These squirrels form loose colonies, but individuals tend to be antisocial. Young first begin to burrow at about eight weeks of age. Several animals may occupy one burrow, which typically is 3 to 6 inches (75–150 mm) wide and 5 to 200 feet (1.5–60 m) long. Each animal uses its own entrance, and it is usually to this hole, rather than the nearest, that it races when alarmed. Burrows are generally under a log, tree, or rock when one is available, but are otherwise in the open, with a mound at the main entrance. Some are used for many years by successive occupants. The fleas of this ground squirrel sometimes carry bubonic plague.
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Track: Tracks are usually seen in dust; hindprints are about 1 3/4" (46 mm) long when heel shows, with 5 toes; foreprints smaller and rounder, with 4 toes showing.

Sign: Burrows 2" (50 mm) wide, with entrance mound and radiating pathways. Several such burrows are usually found together. Droppings are variable, usually elongated, 1/2" (12 mm) pellets.
From "California Ground Squirrel", eNature® http://www.enature.com
Copyright ©2003 National Wildlife Federation. All Rights Reserved.
Mountain Times ©2003 Off-Planet. All Rights Reserved.
Visit us online at http://www.off-planet.com/times.
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